YABE et al. 
Appl. No. 10/021,436 
+ Amendment Accompanying Request for Continued Examination 


REMARKS 


Reconsideration and allowance of this application are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-4, 7 and 9 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. Section 103(a) as allegedly being 

"obvious" over the admitted prior art in view of Moyski et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,185,803). 

While not acquiescing in this rejection, claim 1 has been amended to describe that 

... in a state that the balance control device attenuates the one of the first volume 
level and the second volume level by a predetermined amount from the main 
volume level, when an external audio signal is supplied to the speaker or speakers 
outputting the audio signal corresponding to the other one of the first volume 
level and the second volume level which has not been attenuated by the balance 
control device, the control device controls the balance control device to attenuate 
the other one of the first volume level and the second volume level and controls 
the volume control device to attenuate the main volume level by the 
predetermined amount for maintaining the one of the first volume level and the 
second volume level. 

Applicants respectfully submit that neither the admitted prior art nor Moyski et al. 
discloses or suggests a control device that controls a balance control device and a volume control 
device as claimed. Nicholson et al. and/or Ishikawa (cited in connection with dependent claims 
5, 6 and 8) fails to remedy the deficiencies of the admitted prior art and Moyski et al. in this 


The pending claims are believed to be allowable and favorable office action is 
respectfully requested. 
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regard. 


Respectfully submitted, 


NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 



